The following letter was typed on Topsfield Fair stationery.
Similar copy was mailed to Gov. Francis W. Sargent.

September 6, 1974

Hon., Gerald R. Ford

President of the United States
White House

Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr, President:
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Society smww present its 150th Anniversary County PFair, known as
Topsfield Fair, located in Topsfield, Massachusetts, The Directors

of the Society have asked me to request a letter from you on the sub-
Jeet of this significant occasion, and to request your permission to
have it printed in the Sesquicentennial Souvenir Program that will be
produced. The program will go to press September 16, so it is impera-
tive that we receive your message as soon as possible. We are well
.aware of the many, many demands on your time, but we will be most
grateful if you can possibly accomodate us.

The Fair is the oldest County fair in America and has an enviable

record of achievement in the areas of agriculture, education, and fami-
ly entertainment. This record has been Hooomsnmmm by the International
Association of Fairs and Expositions which two years ago cited Topsfield
Fair as one of the most outstanding such exhibitions in the United States
and Canada. The Essex Agricultural Society was formed in 1818 with
Colonel Timothy J. Pickering of Salem, Massachusetts, who had been
Secretary of State in George Washington's cabinet, as the first President
of the Society and first President of the first Fair held in 1818, The
Fair has been held continuously since then with the exception of three
years during the Civil War when it was suspended by Government decree

and three years during World War II when it did not operate due to
gasoline rationing and the manpower shortage.

Please be assured that all of us are praying for your success in the
tremendous task confronting you.

Sincerely,

Paul Corson
General Manager
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